
ABOUT 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
BIGHORN SHEEP

Found from Canada all the way 
down to Mexico, Rocky Mountain 
bighorn sheep are a species of wild 
sheep! Their unique split hooves help 
them to balance on the rough and rocky terrain they call home.
 
Males are called rams, and females are ewes. Both rams and ewes will have horns, but a Rocky Mountain bighorn 
ram will have impressively large, curled horns. Males will fight each other for dominance, using their horns in these 
displays. They can charge at each other at up to 20 miles per hour!
 
Wild sheep live in herds, but rams and ewes typically form their own groups, only coming together during mating 
season. Bighorn sheep will feed on grass, seeds and other plants. Like domestic sheep, they will regurgitate their 
food and chew on it (this is called cud) before finally digesting it.
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DID YOU KNOW?  A ram’s horns can weigh up to 30 pounds! That’s 
more than all the bones in a sheep’s body, combined! 


